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Hundreds of California Students Participate in 
Poetry Recitation Contest 

Acclaimed Competition Improves Language Skills, Fun for Students; 
Regional Winners to Compete in California State Finals on March 23 

 

SACRAMENTO – It will be one of the most challenging competitions for hundreds of 

students throughout the state, and they've spent hours preparing.  It’s not sports for these California 

teens, but rather the spoken word: Poetry Out Loud: National Recitation Contest.  Modeled like the 

national spelling bee and fulfilled in the state by the California Arts Council, competitions are held in 

classrooms, with winners then competing to represent the school in the regional/county 

championship.  These winners then move on to the state championship in Sacramento on March 23. 

The California champion wins $200 and goes on to Washington DC for the national finals 

representing the state, and his or her school receives $500 for poetry books.  The runner-up receives 

$100, with his or her school receiving $200 for books.  California’s finals start at 12:30 pm on March 

23, 2007 at the Secretary of State building auditorium at 1020 “O” Street.  The national finals are on 

April 30 and May 1, 2007, in Washington, D.C. 

California's Poetry Out Loud is sponsored and organized by the California Arts Council.  The 

national program was started by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the Poetry 

Foundation.  This year marks the second year of a pilot program that encourages high school students 

to learn about poetry through memorization, performance, and competition.   

“The California Arts Council is proud to bring this program to California's students for a 

second year,” said Muriel Johnson, Director of the California Arts Council.  “The California 

representative did exceptionally well in Washington DC last year, and the California Arts Council 

received compliments on the fulfillment and instruction of poetry recitation in our schools." 
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Experts see Poetry Out Loud as an important way to learn and appreciate the richness of the 

English language.  “The process of memorizing and sounding a poem is identical to learning to play a 

piece of music by heart,” said Al Young, California State Poet Laureate.  “A student or anyone else 

who takes the time to commit a particular poem to memory learns much about that particular voice 

and the nuances of poetry in general." 

Teachers who participated last year found the competition to be exciting for the students, and 

helpful in the classroom.  “I have been teaching English for 16 years and it is so hard to even get kids 

interested in poetry,” said Kathy Haring, an English instructor at Galt High school.  “So when I saw 

Poetry Out Loud come along, I thought how much easier it would make my work.” 

The national initiative is part of an attempt to bring literary arts to students—a critical need in 

U.S. schools, according to a 2004 NEA report Reading at Risk that found a dramatic decline in 

literary reading, especially among younger readers.  The Poetry Out Loud program seeks to foster the 

next generation of literary readers by capitalizing on the latest trends in poetry—recitation and 

performance.   

Members of the press interested in California's Poetry Out Loud program, including following 

students through the contest process, should contact Mary Beth Barber at 916-322-6588, 

mbarber@caartscouncil.com; CAC staff: Kristin Margolis at 916-322-6391 and 

kmargolis@caartscouncil.com; or Wayne Cook at 916-322-6344 and wcook@caartscouncil.com. 

The NEA’s "Poetry Out Loud" web page is at http://www.nea.gov/national/poetry/index.html , 

and calls for the NEA should be directed to Sally Gifford at 202-682-5606.  More general information 

can be found at http://www.poetryoutloud.org/ .  A summary of the NEA Reading at Risk report can be 

found at http://www.nea.gov/news/news04/ReadingAtRisk.html .  A list of participating California 

counties and schools is attached. 

# # # 
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POETRY OUT LOUD 2007 
Participating Schools 

 
Humboldt County 
Arcata High School, Arcata 
McKinleyville High School, Mckinleyville 
 
Los Angeles County 
Santa Monica High, Santa Monica 
 
Madera County 
Madera High School, Madera 
Yosemite High School, Oakhurst 
 
Mendocino County 
Mendocino Community High School, Mendocino 
Mendocino High School, Mendocino 
Pacific Community Charter High School, Point Arena 
Point Arena High School, Point Arena 
 
Nevada County 
Bear River High School, Grass Valley 
 
Placer County 
Colfax High School, Colfax 
Granite Bay High School, Granite Bay 
Roseville High School, Roseville 
Woodcreek High School, Roseville 
 
Sacramento County 
Bella Vista High School, Fair Oaks 
Bradshaw Christian School, Sacramento 
Carson Creek Junior/Senior High School, Sloughhouse 
CK McClatchy High School, Sacramento 
Cordova High School, Rancho Cordova 
Eleanor Lincoln Hickey Junior and Senior High School, Sacramento 
Elk Grove High School, Elk Grove 
Heritage Peak Charter School, Rio Linda 
Interkum High School, Sacramento 
Kennedy High School, Sacramento 
Luther Burbank High School, Sacramento 
Mesa Verde High School, Citrus Heights 
Monterey Trail High School, Elk Grove 
Pleasant Grove High School, Elk Grove 
Rio Americano High School, Sacramento 
Rio Linda High School, Rio Linda 
Rosemont High School, Sacramento 
Sacramento New Technology High School, Sacramento 
San Juan High School, Citrus Heights 
Valley High School, Sacramento 
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San Diego County 
Alta Vista Academy, Chula Vista 
Bonita Vista High School, Chula Vista 
Oak Glen High School, Valley Center 
Valley Center High School, Valley Center 
 
San Luis Obispo County 
Morro Bay High School, Morro Bay 
San Luis Obispo High School, San Luis Obispo 
 
Santa Barbara County 
La Cuesta Continuation High School, Santa Barbara 
Dos Pueblos High School, Goleta 
Las Alturas Continuation High School, Santa Barbara 
San Marcos Continuation High School, Santa Barbara 
San Marcos High School, Santa Barbara 
 
Sonoma County 
Elsie Allen High School, Santa Rosa 
Lewis Opportunity, Santa Rosa 
Maria Carrillo High School, Santa Rosa 
Montgomery High School, Santa Rosa 
Piner High School, Santa Rosa 
Ridgeway High School, Santa Rosa 
Roseland University Prep, Santa Rosa 
Santa Rosa High School, Santa Rosa 


